
Keep water pipes 
from freezing
7 Tips to Prevent Your Water Pipes from Bursting

Need to report a claim? 

Visit www.intrepiddirect.com/claims or call (855) 217-1550

1. SLOW DRIP
If your water pipes pass through unheated 
or unprotected enclosed spaces, consider 
allowing a slow drip from your faucets to 
reduce the buildup of pressure in the
pipes. Even if water in a pipe does freeze, 
the pressure release from a slow drip may 
help to reduce the likelihood of a ruptured 
pipe.

2. EXPOSE ENCLOSED PIPES TO WARMER 
AIR  
Where water pipes are vulnerable near
exterior walls, open the cabinets under 
faucets and consider removing basement 
ceiling tiles to expose these pipes to warmer 
air from the room. This allows the warmer 
air from the rooM to circulate into those 
enclosed areas and may help to keep 
those pipes warmer, possibly preventing a 
ruptured pipe.

3. SET THE THERMOSTAT TO AT LEAST 55 
DEGREES 
Maintain a minimum interior building
temperature of 55 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Periodically check on any unoccupied 
buildings or spaces for signs of low interior 
temperatures or ruptured pipes.

4. DON’T ALLOW INSIDE TEMPERATURES 
TO FLUCTUATE
Keep the thermostat set to the same 
temperature during day and night.

5. INSULATE EXTERIOR SPIGOTS 
Protect outdoor spigots with insulating 
domes or other coverings to reduce the 
likelihood of those water pipes freezing and 
rupturing. Disconnect all exterior hoses from 
outdoor spigots.

6. MONITOR SPACE HEATER USE 
As always, use extreme caution and 
constant supervision with space heaters.

7. SHUT OFF WATER IMMEDIATELY IF YOU 
NOTICE A LEAK
If you notice any water leakage, immediately 
shut off the system control valves that 
lead to any leaking pipes, to reduce water 
damage and business interruptions. 
Immediately contact a licensed and 
qualified plumber to assess the situation 
to prevent further damage and to make 
necessary repairs


